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Imagine if you could start again 
ic tomorrow, ditching all of the tech you've 
accrued over the years and building 
an all-conquering web of gadgetry 
vountines that works as a team. Here's how we'd 
66 ROBOTICISE rebuild your tech life from scratch — or 
YOUR HOME just get some of your existing gadgets 
in talking to each other, thereby making 
the world a better place to be... 


— Se a ee 


’ : 


)@ — RESET YOUR TECH LIFE 


YOUR CORE 
HECHOEIUR 


This is the foundation that 
supports your entire gadget 
life, so you need to get it right. 
If we were starting again now, 
we'd go for a sprinkling of 
Apple, a dash of Google... and 
get the best of both worlds 


HE KI 


@ Apple MacBook Air (13in) 


Aproper laptop is still the best way to 
get stuff done. You could try Google's 
Chrome OS — but it's nigh-on useless 
without Wi-Fi. Or you could try Win 8 — 
but we've not yet seen a W8 laptop that 
doesn't compromise in at least one key 
area. Which is why we'd go for the 13in 
MacBook Air. Striking a brilliant balance 
of portability, ergonomics and power, it 
packs a Core |5 processor and 4GB RAM, 
which will tear through photo and video 
editing workloads on the fast and simple 
OS X Mountain Lion. Load up Steam onit 
(see p58) andit'll even sync your Diablo Ill 
game with your Mamba media PC (p56). 


from £1000 / apple.com/uk 


Android is at the bleeding edge of 
smartphone Innovation, and right now 
the quad-core HTC Oneis the best of the 
best. Its alovely aluminium object, andits 
Sense Interface furnishes you with news 
and social goings-on at a glance, plus it 
only takes a few apps to get it working 

In harmony with all your similarly shiny 
Apple kit (see right). The 4 7in screen 

is also a fine companion for the iPad's 
Retina display, with a cornea-caressing 
A68ppi resolution and full HD video skills. 


£510 /htccom 


Alternatively... 
LG Nexus 4 from £240 
Android's best bits for half the cost 


@ Apple iPad 


With a next-gen smartphone for comms 
and akiller laptop for getting stuff done, 
what's the point in having a tablet? For all 
the other stuff, of course. The 4th-gen 
iPad makes browsing the web in front 

of the TV, editing photos with gestures, 
playing point'n’click games with prods 
and swipe -DJing all seem second nature 
Plus, its 9.7in, 2048x1536 screen renders 
games, movies, photos and books sharp 
enough to do yourself amischief. Right 
now, there is no better media machine. 


from £400 / apple.com/uk 
Add these. 
Sennhelser MM 450-X £300 
Sumptuous sound minus the wires. 


Vav) 


Google Apps (incl. Drive) 


Apple's ICloud won't play with Android, 
SO it's up to Google Apps to build a bridge 
between our gadgets. A single account 
syncs your email, contacts and calendars 
across devices and gives you 5GB of 
Google Drive storage (or more if you're 
willing to pay). It's built for work, letting 
you create and upload documents 
through a browser or app — and even has 
Offline editing available in the Chrome 
version. But its main superpower Is in 
getting your disparate gadgets speaking 
to each other; you can work on a doc 
wherever you are and on whatever you 
have to hand, be it laptop, phone or tablet 
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Clothing Silver jacket. 
Missguided.co.uk; skirt 
Fashionunion.com, boots. 
Karer?k; earrings, H Samuel 


Google Chrom 


This winning web browser uses your 
Google account to sync your history and 
bookmarks across platforms, so you can 
surf away on your MacBook then fire up 
Chrome on your |Pad or One and pick up 
the same tabs where youleft off. There's 
also a Web Store that's crammed with 
apps, extensions and games for the 
desktop version, including Drive, Pocket, 
Evernote, Angry Birds and Netflix 


With files stored locally, in the cloud and 
in your inbox, finding the one you want 
can sometimes be tricky. Foundis an 
app that hooks up to your various Gmail, 
Google Drive, Evernote, Dropbox and 
Skydrive accounts, and, when summoned 
with a double-tap of the ctrl key, handily 
sifts through the entire lot. It's Mac-only 
at the moment but there are Windows 
and 10S versions In development. 


L 


@ FolderSync 


Android's Googie+ app can automatically 
upload every photo you take on your 
phone to a private folder, but let's face it, 
no-one's on Googles (and larger images 
get compressed). Amore sultable option 
is FolderSync it's compatible with cloud 
storage services such as Dropbox and 
Googie Drive, and works over 3G and 
W.-Fito keep all of your pictures and files 
automatically backed up in one place. 


£1.95 / play. google.com 


Samsung GALAXY GS III 
shares what's in your heart 


S Beam your films, music and pictures in seconds. Simply place 
your Galaxy SIll back to back with a friend's and share away. 


©2013 Samsung Electronics Co. Ltd Apps may require 3 fee. Screens simulated Appearance 
of Gewce May vary Googie. and other marks are trademarks of Googie inc. 


Phones; 
Available at 
samsung.com { 
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MASTER 
THE WEB 


The internet's a scary place 
these days: dive in headlong 
and you'll likely emerge 
covered in Lolcats and Daily 


Mailclickbait. These six simple 


tools will swiftly sort the 
interwheat from the webchaff 


Is Twitter killing topical comedy? 


Se 


OT eg ee ee me oy Ns ey ge ag OF ee ony “en | me 
ee 


tens Pe Hah ne af Se ees ar Han | Cat rw Pa Vk we a at eng pe aly 
ig a me a ed mareng 
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sae phe bpm Da Jot Bat Chr? Can yt me ne pe ot 
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While it normally wouldn't be wise to let 
anything track your web browsing, Lum 
doesn't do it for nefarious purposes 

| Created by the founders of Last.fm, 

| itapplies a similar ethos to the web, 

| Making use of your internet history 

; 


rather than your music listening to create 
personalised website recommendations 


| 


| 


Chances are that In among @StuffTV 
and the other real zingers you follow on 
Twitter there's aload of lapsed users 
Gogging your account. Pick a time scale 
| (say, 30 days) and Untweeps scans who 
| you follow and shows you who hasn't 
! tweeted in that time, allowing you to 
 unfotlow anyone who's dormant 


‘a 


2 Feed 
With Google sending Reader off to live 
on the farm for retired RSS feeds, you're 
going to need anew way to keep on top 
of the news. Lots of users have already 
switched to Feedly, which has web, |OS 
and Android versions and allows you to 


read and subscribe to Just the sites you 
like, which means no more SEO guff 


Liree / feediy.com 


5 Save to Drive 


Saving stuff you find online to Google 
Drive needn't be atwo-step process 
This Chrome extension allows you to 
click on an Image or PDF and save It 
directly to your Drive without having 

to save It to your Computer first. It can 
also grat) web pages as they appear 
onscreen or the raw HTML code of a site. 


he Tete see a ot at tom 


RRO 
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3 Send to Kindle 


Reading the odd news story on your 
laptop or phone is fine, but anything 
longer than a few hundred words and it 
Starts to feel like a chore. Amazon's 
Send to Kindle button does exactly that 
and can be Installed as an extension 

for Firefox and Chrome, or downloaded 
as an app for Mac, PC and Android. 


Efree / amazon.co.uk 


Mailbox is an OS app that changes the 
way you handle your Gmail. Rather than 
letting emails get on top of you, Mailbox 
allows you to swipe left to ‘snooze’ any 
email that's not urgent for a pre-set 
amount of time, or swipe right to archive 
or delete it. Interested? It's so popular 
you have to join a waiting list to use it 


Efree / maiiboxapp.con 


)® RESET YOUR TECH LIFE 


YOUR SMARTER 
SNAPPER SETUP 


Got a chunky DSLR and loads 
of lenses? Stick ‘em on eBay. 


Still using a SMP compact 
from 2006? Same again — 
because your photographic 
future is smarter, sexier and 


built around the brilliant OM-D 


. 


THE KIT 


The E-M5 is one of the most d 
objects you could own, comb 
things we like about old cemer 
that's useful about new ones. Bz 
on the Micro Four-Thirds system. this 
switchable-lens style icon Gitches the 
lumpen bulk of a DSLR for a compact 
form that packs in a Gisp e'e 
viewfinder. Pictures are Outstanaing, 
and in dark settings it can go up to tSO 
25,600 without murking up. Talking of 
which, we're particularly texen with the 
E-M5's Live Time mode, which lets 

you watch long exposures ‘burn in 
inreal time onits articulated LCD sceen 


£1100 (12-50mm kit) / olympus.co.uk 


@ Eye-FiPro X2 


It costs more than a Standard SD card of 
the same capacty, but with an Eye-Fi 
Cardin your Camere you Can send your 
pictures to a phone, tablet or computer 
wirelessly. While some snappers Indude 
W\-Fi features of their own, they're often 
tricky to set up and temperamental in 
practice. But with the Eye-Fi card, you 
can even teil it to automatically delete 
mages once they've been copied over 
making ita great way to Clear space for 
more shots when you're In a rush 


£65 (8GB) / eye.fi 


@ Snapseed 


Once the Eye-Fi's shifted your images to 
your iPad or HTC One, you might want 

to do alittle tweaking. This free app Is 
perfect for making quick adjustments 
and corrections: head Straight for the 
Auto Correct feature to pull out detail 

and fix any kinks in the colour balance 
then straighten, crop and make fine 
adjustments manually. Trendy analogue- 
style effects are of course on hand too 
and once you're done you can upload the 
pics to Flickr using the Android/iOS app 


flickr 


Short for “If this, then that", IFTTT isa 
Canny way to automate lots of common 
tasks related to social network ng and 
onine storage. Sign up for an account, and 
by dragging and dropp ng a few icons you 
Can set up a task that says, for example 
“If | upload a picture to Flickr, then back it 
up to my Google Drive too." It's a very 
simple scripting language that can also 
be used to deliver Facebook and Twitter 
notifications, knit together your social 
networks and even check the weather 


T YOUR TECH LIFE ee 


ALTERNATIVELY. 


If you're too set in your ways 

to ditch your DSLR, that's 
alright — but at least go for 
one witha serious advantage 
over the OM-D. The D600 is 
that camera: a full-frame 
18MP shooter that doesn't 
cost much more than the 
Olympus but that offers 
incredible low-light 
performance, superb image 
quality and a super-fast 
39-point autofocus. 
Videographers will also love its 
uncompressed HDMI output 
and audio input, while dual SD 

} cCardslots are ideal for all those 
space-hungry RAW files. 


You might not have a grand 

to splash out on an E-M5 but 
Fujifiim’s X10 bundles almost 
as much retro joy into a smaller 
frame for half the price. With a 
viewfinder and manual zoom 
ring prompting you to shoot in 
the classic style, framing and 
composing feels much more 
enjoyable and less disposable 
than the arm’s-length style of 
snapping we're accustomed 
to these days. Video quality is 
a letdown but stills are great, 
and while thoroughly modern 
compacts beat it practicality- 
wise, they're a fraction as fun 
f 
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TUNE UP 
YOUR TUNES 


Atruly cutting-edge music 
setup should be built around 
the best digital streaming 
tech while still finding a place 
for the welcoming sound and 
epic cover art of vinyl. Here's 
how to unify the two... 


THEKIT 


® Sonos system 


The beauty of Sonos' multiroom music 
system is how flexible it is. A £300 Play:3 
and Bridge setup allows you to stream 
your digital music and a world of web 
radio over Wi-Fi, but from there It's 
almost endlessly expandable. Add the 
beefier Play:5 (€350), Sub (E600) or 
even hook up an existing stereo using the 
Connect (£265) to create a house-full of 
independent music-playing zones. Each 
one is capable of streaming a different 
song simultaneously, or if you fancy, you 
can unite them for one big orgy of tunes 
And best of all, you can use your iPad, | 
MacBook or HTC One to control the lot. 


Mamba Fanless Media PC 


Your digital music collection needs the 
right home, and that home should be 
unimposing, effident and capable of 
expanding as your tastes do. Enter the 
sient, faniess, Win8-based Mamba It can 
be specced with over 8TB of storage and 
an optical drive for ripping your music 
and movies in alossless format. Hey 
presto the perfect Sonos -cornpatible 
media archive Hook it up to your TV (see 
p58) and you can even use it for gaming 
and Blu-ray playback. But sadly not vinyl 


Jt toc.cr 


You Gan keep your sound quality concerns 
(Spotify’s really rather good, actually) 
and your iTunes Matches (who wants to 
Pay to stream music they already own?) 
Spotify's king to us. The Premium option 
unlocks playback on your Sonos, as well 
as mobile access on the HTC One and 
iPad, So you can benefit from its 18 million 
tunes anywhere. Plus, streaming 
services are a great way to discover new 
tunes listen to it on Spotify, and if you 
like it, buy it on FLAC or vinyl. Easy 


i @ DoubleTwist AirSync 


© 


——-] 


Sonos already allows you to stream 
songs stored on a connected |Pad or 
iPhone but it’s yet to do the same for 
Android kit. Instead, you'll need to find 
4 workaround, such as Double Twist's 
AirSync app, which lets you stream 
music from an Android phone to your 
Sonos system and other AirPlay- 
compatible kit. And when it's teamed 
up with the Double Twist desktop app for 
Mac or PC, it can transfer songs to your 
phone wirelessly 
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earen — 
BUILD A SPOTIFY-POWERED, RECORD-SPINNING HI-FI 


7 8 


Tannoy Revolution 


lou DC6| 


| 
+ Pro 
bu EE pheno US 


Like trying to eat a roast dinner without 


The Connect:Amp turns any old (or new) 
pair of speakers into a part of your Sonos 
system. The amp pumps 55W through 
two channels, with the necessary hole to 
add a subwoofer if you want some extra 
ow-end oomph. Access the Android or 
iOS app ~ et voila!— you've turned a pair 
of common-or-garden-variety speakers 
Nto 2 streaming hi-fi with Spotify access, 
nternet radio and your own locally stored 
music collection. Isn't technology grand? 


Vinyl bods wanting to hook up a turntable 
to the Connect:Amp will need a separate 
preamp or a turntable with one built-in, 
such as Pro-Ject’s Debut Carbon Phono 
USB. Once It's connected and you're 
spinning your charity-shop-£1-bargain 
copy of Prince's Purple Rain soundtrack, 
you can select the line-in option on any 
Sonos zone in your house to hear the 
purple sex pixie shred away, Multiroom 
vinyl? The future Just went retro 


using your mouth, lister T 
hi-fi without speakers is fairly po 
So maybe get some speakers, yeah 
Tannoy’'s Revolution DC6 standmo 
are excellent all-rounders: they Sov 
tight and punchy, with reassuringly solid 
cabinets In tasteful light oak or espresso 
finishes and silver trim, Unless you're 
after bass that'll provoke complaints 
from your nearest graveyard, at this price 
there's nothing to moan about 


fannoy.com | 
7° 4 


<a 


INgIES Goir Boomkat Drip.fm 

Home Alone STE Selling everything from FLAC Commanding a roster that ed with legendary | 

Matador Records’ annual vinyl to the odd cassette (with the includes ever ything from Nira Sheffield label Warp Records. / 

SUDSCription offers 13 new 7in occasional free MP3 thrown in) Tune to Domino, Drip fm allows Jeep offers downloads and | 

SNPS over the year, sent in Boomkat does independent you to subscribe to labels for as cal releases from a ranve 

threes every three months to music proud. Just don't come little as USS10 amonth New of labels. While much of the 

the UK (total cost USS105). The here looking for One Direction releases and exclusive tracks catalogue ts dance-oriented. 

‘@ieases for the second half of it's strictly for underground will then be delivered to your ; sic from other 

the year are TBA but expect electronica, hip hop and stuff iNbox with the option to stream penres, such as Nick Cave’s new 

anything from punk to folk you wouldn't play fo your mum or dawnload as MP3s or WAV' re ord Pt ush the Sky Away 

Matadorrecords.com | boomkat.com dripfm bleep.com | 
j 
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SUPERCHARGE 
YOUR VIEWING 


Sky or Virgin? Both great, but 
we'll choose option 3: neither. 


Because the really cutting- 
edge living room setup is 
all about cloud-based 
on-demand entertainment 


AE KIT 


im @ Samsung UE46F8000 


There's more to a good TV than how 

| many pixels it can show you. Inside the 
| F8000is a quad-core ARM processor 
that'll keep the apps and streaming 

| services flowing like a buttered badger 
| downa water slide. On the top there's a 
5MP camera for Skyping and gesture 


control, and USB recording so you can film 


one Freeview HD or Freesat show while 
watching another. Even the remote Is 
clever, with a touchpad for navigation 
(you can trace a channel number on to it) 


and a mic for voice commands. Or, contro! 


it all from your HTC One. Did we mention it 


also looks and sounds amazing? That too. 


£1900 / samsung.com/uk 


As the PS4's just around the corner, now 
really isn't the time to buy anew console. 
But with the Mamba PC hooked up to 
your telly and Steam's Big Picture mode 
activated, you can still get great gaming 
in. Just plug in a wired Xbox 360 pad and 
off you go, playing AAA titles such as 
Tomb Raider and cult Gassics induding 
Braid and Super Meat Boy. Stick Steam 
on your MacBook to take the fun mobile 


@ Sonos Playbar 


Sonos first toe dipped into the world 

of home cinema has been a resoundingly 
successful one, making this soundbar 

a good choice for anyone who's already 
invested in the multiroom music system. 
You can use a pair of Play:3s (£250 each) 
as rear Speakers to expand the sound 
and a Sonos Sub (£600) to give it some 
extra rumble, plus it plays tunes better 
than any soundbar we've ever tested. 


£600 / sonos.com 


The new king of on-demand streaming 
TV can't be beat when it comes to the 
biggest shows on the box. And just as 
importantly, it plays seamlessly on all of 
Our Core gadgets. The F8000's Smart 
Hub interface has a Netflix client built in, 
there are apps for Android and iOS and it 
will play through the MacBook Air's 
Chrome browser, too, at up to 1080p 
See our full review on p74 for more 


Lenovo Q190 + XBMC 


The lounge is sorted, but how about 
streaming the Mamba's videos to the 
boudoir? We like Sony's N200 and Apple 
TV, but neither quite satisfies our need to 
Stream every video format and Netflix and 
act as an AirPlay mirroring target. What 


does, rilliant, free XBMC | ALTERNATIVELY... 
Si Cenadvanavn Are avg ALTERNATIVELY. Sony 32HX753 


Lenovo's tiny Q190. Simply add the Win 8 Not everyone has space for a mini IMAX, but that doesn't mean 
Netflix app and you're televisually sorted you should miss out on the smart bells and 3D whistles of a top- 
end telly. The soon-to-be-replaced 32in Sony HX753 is brilliant 


for a TV of its size and comes with W-Fland streaming skills 
LS : r oul £650 / sony.co.uk a 
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ROBOTICISE 
YOUR HOME 


Home automation is no longer 
the preserve of the rich and 
nerdy. Smartphones, Wi-Fi 
and ever-shrinking silicon 
mean turning your humble pad 
into a web-connected smart 
palace is now within your reach 


THEKIT 
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@ Belkin WeMo Switch 


It might look as exciting as a porridge- 
scented plug-in air freshener, but the 
WeMo Switch is the first step into an 
exciting world of internet-connected 
home furnishings. Hook it up to your 
Wi-Fi, plug an appliance into it, and you 
can turn it on and off using the WeMo 
app (which is iOS-only for now, but 
coming to Android this summer). You can 
also fix burglar-bambooziing schedules, 
add a motion sensor or set up IFTTT 
rules to fully automate it. For example: 
hook it to a heater, plumb it Into the 
Weather Channel, and set it so that if the 
temperature drops below 5‘C, it turns on. 


E40 / Delkin,com/vuk 


Analy zer 


Anormal set of scales? Heck no. The 
Smart Body Analyzer is more like having 
2 personal trainer living in your bathroom. 
Iti measure weight, body fat percentage 
| andresting heart rate. and automatically 
upload them via Wi-Fi to the Withings 
Health Cloud, which you can access using 
the Health Mate app. Monitor progress, 
set targets, even measure the levels of 
CO2 in the a ~— and fee! the crushing guilt 
area! personal trainer imbues you with 


British Gas Remote 
Heating Control 


Wreless power might still be a bit of 

a pipe dream, but at least British Gas’ 
Remote Heating Control lets you take 
charge of your radiators whether you're 
on the sofa, down the pub or on the 
other side of the world. Using a Zigbee- 
powered hub attached to your router 
combined with a wireless thermostat. 
it connects your heating system to the 
internet, allowing you full control via 

the web or an Android/iOS app. Toasty 


om £200 / britis 


En Seen 
iRobot Roomba 660 
iRobot's 660 doesnt take instructions 

from mere mortals. That means you 
won't find any Wi-Fi or app contro! here. 
just fast, fully automated robo-deaning 
power. Despite the seemingly random 
nature of its path it'll cover every inch of 
Carpet, SuCKing up dust and dirt as it 
roams, using [Adapt tech to make sure it 
spends longer on any particularly grubby 
areas. The only time It'll take orders is if 


fou create an infrared barrier using one 
of the optional IR accessories 


